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MINI MEN\OS 


A great company of believers are feeling the 
nearness of divine intervention. The stress and 
strain of anxiety often bring the feeling that if 
change could be made—go here or go there—sure- 
ly they would find God in their move. By closely 
analyzing each of our positions, we may be able to 
arrive at a more profitable conclusion, some may 
say. The Scripture reminds us that in these last 
days the cry will go forth, ‘‘Lo, here is Christ, or 
there’’ (Matt. 24:23). One may say He is in the 
desert and another in the city, and then, right back 
from our starting point, we find the glorious truth 
that our life is hid with Christ in God. 

Discouragement has been the vehicle upon which 
we have made many an unprofitable journey, only 
to return to the starting point. So many people to- 
day seem to demand activity, and unless we hear 
the roar of machinery and feel the breeze of busy 
bodies, we may be tempted to feel that little or 
nothing is being accomplished by God. The truth is, 
however, that painstakingly our Father is perfect- 
ing the pattern for each life. It is so necessary for 
each of His children to have the ‘‘single eye.’’ 

God has been rolling back the curtains of many 
hidden things as we become abundantly rich with 
the revelation of the secret things of God! There 
seems to be a rising confidence in our hearts as we 
see God mature the Church. Yet, it is that very 
word, confidence, that concerns me. In place of 


arriving at accomplishment as directed only by 
God’s will; many people today have taken the de- 
tours of human effort, only to find they were on a 
dead-end course. So much of our obedience unto 
growth depends upon our willingness to follow the 
Lord through the regeneration of our soul. 

Romans 8:28-31 speaks a volume to us and 
brings me to the vital and central issue. As we walk 
in the Spirit and fellowship with the members of 
His Body, we are comforted and enjoy that union 
and communion; but, it is only as we learn to deal 
primarily with the Lord, Himself, that we enter into 
rest. There is great need for our confidence to be 
strengthened through rest and refreshing. That can 
only come from the presence of the Lord. Don’t let 
your mind continue to grapple with the failures of 
yesterday or the cruel, unkind things that may have 
been said by someone taken off guard. Leave those 
unpleasant things with God! Let’s bring our entire 
life and all that concerns it into a full surrender to 
Him. Then we will enjoy a rest from our own labors 
and finally begin to see the truth of II Chronicles 
20:17, “‘Ye shall not need to fight in this battle: set 
yourselves, stand ye still, and see the salvation of 
the Lord with you, O Judah and Jerusalem: fear 
not, nor be dismayed; tomorrow go out against 
them: for the Lord will be with you.”’ 


By Reverend Gary Musgrove 


President, Rolf K. McPherson 
and Director of Foreign Missions, 
Leland Edwards will be ministering 
in the Philippine Foursquare Jubi- 
lee Convention being held in Que- 
zon City and Iloilo, March 30 - April 
10. Dr. McPherson and Dr. Ed- 
wards will also participate in a 
Leadership Conference for mission- 
ary leaders in the Orient just follow- 
ing the 50th Anniversary Conven- 
tion. 

Mr. Keith Ingersoll, Rev. George 
Johnson and Mrs. Ivy Stanton have 
joined LIFE Bible College as part- 
time faculty members. Approxi- 
mately 50 new students joined the 
student-body at the outset of the 
spring semester. 

President, Rolf K. McPherson 
announces the appointment of Rev. 


’ Raymundo Diaz as Pastor of the 


Latin Congregation of Angelus 
Temple. Rev. Diaz, who is replac- 
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ing Dr. Daniel Moncivaiz who re- 
cently resigned, has been serving 
as Assistant Supervisor and Divi- 
sional Superintendent of the -Four- 
square works in the State of Nuevo 
Leon, Mexico. 

Rev. Dan Ussery, Director of 
Youth Ministries, recently minis- 
tered and served as an Internation- 
al Representative at the Youth Con- 
gress held in San Cristobal, Vene- 
zuela. Rev. Ussery also ministered 
in Foursquare Churches in Guate- 
mala City, Panama, Colombia and 
Venezuela. 


Dr. Cyrus N. Nelson,’ President 
of Gospel Light Publications, has 
been named Chairman of the Board 
to succeed Mr. William T. Greig, 
Sr. Mr. William T. Greig, Jr., Exec- 
utive Vice President and General 
Manager, was named President. 

General Supervisor and Mrs. 


M. E. Nicholls attended the NAE 
Convention and PFNA Executive 
Board Meeting in Chicago, Ill. the 
last week of February. They were 
also present on the Mount Vernon, 
Ohio Bible College Campus in Feb- 
ruary for a time of interviewing and 
orientation with forthcoming Spring 
graduates. 


Church Family Forums (follow- 
up to the Continental Congress on 
the Family) will be conducted in 
Chicago, (April 12-15) and Seattle, 
Wash. (May 3-6). (4) 


PRESENT WITH THE LORD 


Paul R. Gessaman, 


Ruth W. Kasper, Karl c 
Sabiers, Edwin ,A. Will- _ 
ingham. 
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God’s Love Leaves 
“Happy Tracks”’ 


Upon arriving at a government 
sponsored apartment complex in 
Owen Sound, Ontario, Canada 
Reverend Carrie Parker received a 
report of how a group of children 
in the complex had taken another 
child’s kitten and thrown it 
repeatedly against a brick wall 
until it died. “Today their hatred 
killed a kitten,” she pondered. 
“What would happen if this 
hatred continued to grow?” 

_ God began to speak to Carrie 
concerning these children and 
others in her community who so 
desperately needed His love and 

a knowledge of His Word. This 
incident, and other factors, 
resulted in the Foursquare 

“Happy Tracks” out-reach 
ministry. 


“Happy Tracks” is acolorfully 
painted bus to represent a shoe 
and is equipped to present the 
Good News of the Gospel to 
children, youth and adults where 
they live. The Shoe Bus was first 
introduced at a picnic last 
September. Children welcomed 
it, enthusiastically, asa 
15-minute Gospel presentation 
was made to over 100 children. 

Last fall when the “Happy 
Tracks” ministry began, the bus 
went to three different apartment 
complexes. Two programs were 
presented each week, one for the 
younger children and the other 
for older children, ages 9 - 12. 
About 300 children were reached 
with the Gospel. Miss Parker 
serves as the Director of “Happy 
Tracks” ministry and is assisted 
by Donna McMillan, and Sharon 
and Helen Parker. 


The Shoe Bus is put away for 
the winter, but the workers are 
looking forward to spring (the 
season of planting) when they 
may again sow the seed of the 
Gospel to these needy fields. 


CHURCH: 


New Board of Regents Formed 
LIFE Bible College of Los Angeles 


President, Rolf K. McPherson 
announces the forming of a 
Board of Regents which will 
maintain and supervise the 
operation of LIFE Bible College 
of Los Angeles, Ca. and work 
under the Board of Trustees of 
LIFE Bible College,, 
Incorporated. 


Board of Regents’ members gather in 
Los Angeles from the Midwest, 
Southwest, Northwest and California 
areas. 


The newly formed Board of 
Regents met for its first meeting 
the last week of January. 
Members include 2 District 
Supervisors, 2 pastors, 7 
businessmen and 4 ex officio 
members representing the Board 
of Trustees of LIFE Bible College 
Incorporated and the President 
of LIFE Bible College of Los 
Angeles. 

Members include: Mr. Gerald 
Canning (Fairbury, Ne.), Dr. 
Allan Hamilton (Portland, Ore.), 
Rev. Jack Hayford (Van Nuys, 
Ca.), Mr. Alvin Heimbuck (El 
Cerrito, Ca.), Dr. Paul E. Jones 
(Los Angeles, Ca.), Mr. Malcolm 
MacGregor (Gresham, Ore.), Mr. 
Jack Saffell (Escondido, Ca.), 
Mr. Dick Schmidt (Glendale, 
Ca.), Mr. Leland Simonson 
(Smith River, Ca.) Mr. Andy 
Sawchuk (Los Angeles, Ca.), and 
Rev. Sidney Westbrook (Dallas, 
Tx.). Ex officio members 
include: Dr. Rolf K. McPherson, 
Dr. Howard P. Courtney, Dr. M. 
E. Nicholls and Dr. N. M. Van 
Cleave. 

The Board of Regents will be 
meeting twice a year. An 
Executive Committee will meet 
bi-monthly or as often as 
necessary. 


INSIDE OUR FOURSQUARE FANNILY: 


OMMUNITY CONCERN: 


United Foursquare Women 
Welcome New President 


Effective January 1, 1977 Mrs. 
Katie Loggins began her term as 
President of the United 
Foursquare Women’s 
Organization, succeeding Mrs. 
Leona Williams who served 
faithfully as President for over 
seven years. 

Mrs. Loggins has served the 
UFW Organization as a church 
Chapter’s President, Divisional 
Representative, District 
President and World Service 
Chairman, and International Vice 
President. 


Foursquare Church 
Honors City Employees 


The Duncanville, Tx. 
Foursquare Church, pastored by 
Rev. and Mrs. David Englert, 
honored the policemen and 
firemen of their city at an 
Appreciation Banquet held in the 
city’s Community Center. Other 
city personnel present were: City 
Manager, Marcus Harrington; 
Mayor Richard Davidson; and 
Assistant City Manager, Cecil 
Wilkins. Mrs. Sidney Westbrook, 
wife of the South Central District 
Supervisor, also attended. A 
lovely barbecue dinner was 
served the 85 guests who 
attended the banquet. 


Mayor Davidson of Duncanville, Tx. 
greets guests at Appreciation Ban- 


quet. 


YOUTH: 


fede fol: Youth Appointed to 
United States Air Force Academy 


Cadet 4th Class Alan Keith 
Starr, member of the Glendale, 
Ca. Foursquare Church is soon 
to complete his first year at the 


Air Force Academy. Cadet Starr © “a 


is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Alfred | 
Starr and nephew of Foursquare 
missionary to the Philippines, 
Reverend Phil Starr. ry 
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Forty years ago I stood in a frenzied crowd of 
over 400,000 Italian people who had gathered 
in Rome's Piazza Venezia to hear Benito Musso- 
lini, dictator of Italy, make what was to be an 
historic announcement. That day Addis Ababa 
of Ethiopia had fallen, and the war between 
Italy and Ethiopia had ended in victory. Musso- 
lini, standing on the balcony of the palace, 
cried out to the great crowd below, “Italy is no 
longer just a nation. Today is the beginning of 
the restoration of the Roman Empire.” The 
crowd went wild as they cried out, “Il douce, il 
douce, il douce.” So did preachers and evange- 
lists around the world. They cried out and 
wrote books on “Mussolini, the Man of the 
Hour” and “Mussolini, the Antichrist.” Proof 
of their conclusions was offered as the Fascist 
Emblem was interpreted to mean, “The Mark of 
the Beast,” “666,” etc. Subsequent history em- 
barrassed these “prophets of personalities.” 


The Beast 


Forty years ago I, too, preached a series on 
“The Rise of the Beast System and His Mark.” 
This material was taken from Revelation 
13:1-18. We had few answers to base our as- 
sumptions as to what this meant for it was 
before the era that television was widely used 
or known; the day of the jet-propelled engines; 
the A-bomb; the transistor; space ships to take 
men to the moon; satellites to observe the earth 
from outer space; tel-stars to transmit images 
instantly from and to any place on planet 
earth; or computer systems to facilitate getting 
world-wide information instantly. 

But we understood some of the last-day 
prophecies regarding: “A beast rising out of the 
sea; the Antichrist, to whom Satan would give 
his power, authority, and throne; and a 
“second beast rising out of the earth,” the false 
prophet, to speak for the dragon, Satan. This 
beast would exercise all the authority of the 
first beast and would perform miracles to de- 
ceive the world. 

This “beast out of the earth” was to create a 
great image of the first beast and to cause the 
image to come alive and speak. This image 
would become so powerful that anyone refus- 
ing to worship it must die. Then the living 
image makes a decree in Revelation 13:16-17: 
“And he causeth all. . .to receive a mark in their 
right hand, or in their foreheads: And that no 
man might buy or sell, save he that had the 
mark, or the name of the beast, or the number 
of his name.” 


Keep an Eye on the Winds 


of Change 


Harold W. Jefferies, D.D. 


In 1936 we could visualize the rise of the 
Antichrist, “the beast out of the sea,” and the 
second beast, the false prophet “rising out of 
the earth.” But the question was, how would 
the first beast control all nations, languages, 
and peoples of the earth? How would he imple- 
ment a system so “no man could buy or sell 
without a number or mark of identification?” 


Plastic Spending 


The November, 1976 issue of Reader’s Di- 
gest, page 181, states, “Before long the average 
American will be able to complete most finan- 
cial transactions, 24 hours a day, with nothing 
more than a little plastic card.” The article, en- 
titled “Coming Soon: ‘Electric Money,’” by 
Ronald Schiller, points to a trend beginning 
toward electronic banking that may eventually 
make written checks as rare as buffalo nickels, 
and will drastically reduce the use of cash. He 
proceeds to name banks, industries, and large 
companies across America who have already 
set up a system for this type of operation. This 
will eventually become nationwide and could 
become worldwide. It appears inevitable. And 
then he concludes, “In this new, totally elec- 
tronic age, the enforcement of financial obliga- 
tions will present few difficulties, since failure 
to pay up could be disastrous. The culprit 
might even be forced to undergo what is re- 
ferred to as “plastic surgery.” EFT, which 
stands for “electronic fund transfers,” is located 
in Washington D.C. Operators call “plastic 
surgery” the cutting off of these bank cards. 
Economically speaking, this would make him a 
“NON-PERSON.” 

The late President, John F. Kennedy told 102 
nations at the International Monetary Fund 
Conference on September 30, 1963, concerning 
decline of the dollar, “There was a need for a 
redistribution of the financial resources of the 
world. It did not come by chance, but by con- 
scious and deliberate and responsible plan- 
ning.” It was then the international bankers and 
financial experts began planning a new money 
system to replace the present system. The new 
system would use computers that could control 
people’s spending by controlling people's 
credit. 


Without a doubt, we are moving toward a 
cashless, checkless society. A banker in Colum- 
bus, Ohio said, “American banks are process- 
ing some 27 billion checks a year—it will 
double in ten years. We can’t take it.” The 
Federal Reserve System will one day be forced 
to step in to regulate this great problem. A 
federal and a world I.D. card is inevitable. We 
read of a computer center set up by the federal 
government, now being considered. A world 
computer center is being considered in Brussels, 
Belgium, which will link together centers 
around the world for the purpose of instant 
identification of people. The Los Angeles Times 
carried an article, February 24, 1975, titled 
“Official Would Require I.D. Cards for All 
Citizens.” Francis D. Knight, State Department 
Passport Office Director, noted, “Every Ameri- 
can citizen eventually should be required to 
carry a government identity card, complete 
with fingerprints, in order to cut down on fraud 
and other related crimes. It is my considered 
opinion that the U.S. Government owes every 
American citizen a true, recorded, national 
identity to protect him from criminal imperson- 
ation.” Of course, this is but part of the subtle 
plan of Satan, “god of this world system,” to 
eventually bring about the fulfillment of the 
prophetic word concerning “buying and sell- 
ing.” 

Electronic Money 


If such a system becomes national—then 
worldwide, what then? The next logical step is 
to place the I.D. number, by invisible tattoo, 
on hand or forehead to save time and to protect 
from thievery or misuse of cards. What if you 
don’t like the system? What if, for religious 
reasons, you object? Is it not possible, then, 
that you will not be able to buy or sell without 
the proper I.D. number? Will you become a 
“non-person?” 

Much we do not know about Revelation 
13:15-18. However, there is much we do know 
and it is fast coming upon the world. The 
Federal Reserve System is interested in seeing 
that you receive a computer number. Let me 
quote from a January 2, 1973 article in the New 
York Times (and much more has happened 
since then): “The Federal Reserve System has 
endorsed the development of a vast nationwide 
network of computers to transfer money from 
one person to another.” In a long statement on 
“The Evolution of Payments Mechanism,” pub- 
lished in the December issue of the Federal Re- 
serve Bulletin, the nation’s central bank spelled 
out, in far greater detail than ever before, its 
ideas on how the coming age of electronic 
money should be organized. They went on to 
say, “The Federal Reserve statement made clear 


that in the future such systems should operate 
over large geographic areas.” “The consumer,” 
the Federal Reserve concludes, ‘will be able to 
complete financial transactions with the use of 
a card OR SIMILAR IDENTIFYING DEVICE; 
and this procedure will be accomplished 
through automated teller units, conveniently 
located in shopping centers and other places, 
handling numerous consumer sales, and in the 
homes.” These systems are already being tested 
in Japan, Germany, and other nations of the 
European Common Market. 


World Financial Control 


It sounds good, but does the average person 
know where it is leading? The day may not be 
far away when no person will be able to buy, 
work, sell, travel, or even pay utility bills with- 
out a computer number. This could become 
world-wide. And who will dare challenge the 
system? Who will even be able to challenge the 
system? Revelation 13:4 asks, “Who is like 
unto the beast? Who is able to make war with 
him?” We understand now more clearly why 
the U.S. Treasury Department is so strongly 
opposed to the gold standard to-support our 
paper money. You see, the gold standard will 
not be necessary with the world under a com- 
puterized money system. This money will be 
supported by force. This leads to the question 
of whether we will be free to spend our money 
as we are today—to make contributions to the 
church that does not have the authority of the 
powers that control the system. 

What about this “mark?” How can we es- 
cape? In closing, I strongly suggest you keep 
your eyes on the “winds of change.” Today we 
are being programmed for the inevitable mark, 
but the CRISIS will come to many on the earth 
when it is demanded of him or her to worship 
the beast or his image, or suffer death. In that 
day, one will have to decide for himself. When 
our Lord concluded the Olivet discourse, He 
said in Luke 21:32-36 (Living Bible), “I solemn- 
ly declare to you that when these things happen 
the end of the age has come. And though all 
heaven and earth shall pass away, yet my 
words remain forever true. Watch out! Don't 
let my sudden coming catch you unawares; 
don't let me find you living in careless ease, 
carousing and drinking, and occupied with the 
problems of this life, like all the rest of the 
world. Keep a constant watch, and pray, that if 
possible, you may arrive in my presence with- 
out having to experience these horrors.” (4) 
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John Bowers 


The Home, The Church, The Outreach Ministries 


A Fresh Look At Three Contributing Factors 
in a Well-Rounded Christian Education 


The Home — John Bowers, International Di- 
rector of Adult Ministries 


Making the most of 
Teaching Moments 


Parents feel the pressing frustration as they 
deal with the problems and decisions of raising 
their children. Many ask, “What are we teach- 
ing our children in our Sunday School classes? 
Aren't we telling them what kind of people they 
should become?” Perhaps this, more than any- 
thing else, describes that we do not clearly con- 
ceive what Christian education really is and 
how it is best achieved. God does have a plan 
on how children are to be educated in the Chris- 
tian faith. 

The Biblical basis for the instruction of chil- 
dren by their parents and other adults is re- 
vealed in Scripture in Deuteronomy 6:6-9. 
These verses clearly teach that children are to 
be taught by adults, including parents. Teach- 
ing is to take place in the testing ground of life, 
not only in an atmosphere of the classroom. 
However, with the emphasis on classroom 
teaching by the church, it is quite possible we 
have been neglecting the most vital aspect of 
Christian education—the daily religious train- 
ing of our children. This aspect, if it exists and 
is vital, will make the classroom experience im- 
mensely more valuable than it can ever be when 
it stands alone. Parents and other adults must 
relate to children in Christian education on a 
conscious and consistent level every day and in 
all the experiences of life. Then the principles 
taught in Bible classes will have the opportunity 
to be understood, used, clarified, and modeled. 
Christianity is to be lived. . .not learned intel- 
lectually. What the child learns intellectually 
must, in fact, have the opportunity to be lived 
and guided in real life situations! Otherwise, 
what has he gained that will help him to be 
transformed into the image of Christ? 


While I feel the family altar can never be re- 
placed, and one evening a week family “togeth- 
er times” are enriching a lot of family relation- 
ships, I-personally believe that the Lord is 
speaking to us in this day to recognize TEACH- 
ING MOMENTS. 

As a parent, when I began to verbalize the 
term TEACHING MOMENTS, I was amazed 
how I began to see opportunities as a teaching 
moment. This now occurs daily to my wife, 
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Betty, and me. Example: “Daddy, why did 
God hear your prayers and send rain, and He 
didn’t hear mine, because I asked Him to not let 
it rain?” A teaching moment was used in mak- 
ing a quick explanation that God does not show 
favorites—He loves her (my 9 year old daugh- 
ter) just as much as He does me. The rain really 
was needed, but that is not how we measure 
God's response to us. In fact, the Bible says the 
rain falls on the good and bad (Matt. 5:45). 
The lasting and permanent gifts God promises 
to us are faith, hope and love. The Scripture 
says that these abide (I Cor. 13:13). Another 
minute was used in her response to the good- 
ness of God. The whole process was not more 
than two or three minutes. 


Adults who follow the instructions of verse 
7 - 9 must be those who love God devotedly, 
realistically and strongly. In other words, they 
must be models of what they teach. As the child 
relates principle to life in his own growth, he 
must be viewing those principles in the lives of 
the adults who would teach him. It does not re- 
quire moral perfection on the part of the adult, 
but it does require the adult to be consistently 
honest about his imperfections as he continues 
to relate himself to God. 


The Church — Paul Risser, Pastor, Florence 
Avenue, Ca. Foursquare Church 


Laying Precept upon Precept 


From the Church's inception, as recorded in 
Acts, chapter 2, the Apostles began to go from 
house to house ministering wherever they went. 
Members of the Early Church assumed respon- 
sibility for each other. I believe the very organi- 
zation of the Church (the organized, living 
Body of believers) suggests that through each 
member's gifts, each has an obligation and re- 
sponsibility to minister to each other. 

There is a solid teaching throughout the 
Word that one of the reasons we come together 
as a Church is to study the Bible. Christian edu- 
cation is one of the Church’s mandates (Matt. 
28:20). From early childhood through youth 
and adult ages the Word is taught, “precept 
upon precept; line upon line.” Various methods 
and means are implemented in the educational 
process. 


A vital phase of Christian education is wor- 
ship. We may fill our minds with Bible facts 
and scriptures, but unless a person’s relation- 
ship to Christ is continually enhanced and he is 
responsive to the ministry of the Holy Spirit, 
these principles will be nothing but instruments 
of success by worldly standards. 

The Church’s Christian educational process 
is carried on through its preaching, teaching, 
training, and doors of active ministry as one 
reinforces the efforts of the other. Christian 
Day Schools contribute greatly. Although all 
who attend are not Christians, the Christian en- 
vironment and Bible input taught by Christian 
teachers, is ever present. 


Fellowship is another important factor. This 
was evidenced in Acts 2:42 where it talks about 
“fellowship” or “koinonia”. It’s invaluable to 
get believers together. One of the sources of our 
spiritual strength comes not only through the 
Word and prayer, but through fellowship with 
other believers. It’s something we really can’t 
do without if we are to be healthy Christians, 
spiritually. The organizational framework of 
the Church’s Christian educational program 
(The Sunday School is separated into various 
age groups thus sharing common interests) pro- 
vides the springboard for fellowship. 

The organizational structure of the Church 
can also provide opportunities for ministry not 
always available on an individual basis. As a 
collective, or corporate Body we are able to do 
and provide for things that we cannot provide 
for ourselves on an individual level. A desig- 
nated position or office in the church will also 
provide a person with “a badge of authority” to 
minister where, otherwise, he would hesitate to 
step out and do so. 

The Christian educational base of the Church 
is broad and encompasses many factors—each 
contributing to the Church's mandate of “teach- 
ing them to observe all things whatsoever | 
have commanded you.” 


Outreach Ministries — JoAnn Gordon, Direc- 
tor of Christian Education, Dallas, Texas Four- 
square Church 


Neighborhood Bible Clubs 


Education in the Christian faith can and 
should go beyond the walls of the church. An 


effective outreach and educational program 
used in the Dallas, Texas Foursquare Church 
has been weekly Bible Clubs. 

The past several years Bible Clubs for school 
age children have been a real challenge to me as 
I have become personally involved. How were 
the clubs started? One mother began a club in 
her home as a result of her petition to the Lord 
to minister to children in her neighborhood. 
After praying, she noticed how many boys and 
girls were beginning to play in her yard with 
her own children. Thus began a very successful 
ministry to children from a nearby apartment 
complex for a period of two years. 

The Bible Club that I personally am involved 
in at this time began several years ago immedi- 
ately following a good response to Vacation 
Bible School. 

The children that have passed through the 
Bible Club the last five years have been a com- 
bination of personalities, needs, and _ back- 


‘grounds. Some were “right off the streets” of a 


big city, some from broken homes, some from 
homes where they were being neglected, and 
some from average to good homes. But, each 
child has had an opportunity to receive Jesus 
Christ as his Savior and grow in the knowledge 
of God. 

As the children became more and more in- 
terested in church we began a bus ministry to 
provide needed transportation. We have seen 
some become a part of the church family, take 
the step of Water Baptism, and attend summer 
camp. We have marvelled at the way a few 
have become involved in the Cadet Program 
and have memorized many Scripture verses. 
Because of our interest in the children, the 
parents have gradually taken note and have 
called from time to time for personal ministry, 
and many in our Body of believers have been 


- able to share Christ with them in their times of 


great need. 


Is it worth the extra time it takes to prepare 
another lesson, a craft, and refreshments and 
give an entire afternoon to a boisterous group 
of children? Yes, I can say it’s worth it just to 
see how each is coming into the knowledge of 
Jesus Christ; to know that if one should forget 
his craft project it’s important enough to the 
child to cause a parent to return for it; to see 
how hard a child will work just to earn his very 
own Bible; and to know that I have had a part 
in shaping the character and beliefs of children 


for eternity. 7 
ADVANCE 7 


FOURSQUARE 
WORLD 


JoAnn Gordon. 


INFERNNIIONAL GNVENTION 


With new life the Lord Jesus Christ has 
strengthened us this year. The natural result of 
this is our life style has grown so much more 
like His own. By taking a good look at the 
wonderful effects of our interaction with Him, 
our hearts are filled with admiration for all the 
truly valuable exchanges of life we have shared 
with Him this year. 

“A Festival of Praise”, the 1977 International 
Foursquare Convention, is exactly this; a time 
of sharing with and receiving from the beauti- 
ful and valuable experiences of our brothers 
and sisters in the faith. 

Set in the tremendously picturesque North- 
west, this is an opportunity for fellowship and 
teaching, recreation and sightseeing. Portland, 
Oregon, “The City of Roses”, will be hosting 
this year’s convention. Held in the beautiful 
new facilities of the Portland Foursquare 
Church and hosted by the Convention 
Chairman, Dr. Allan Hamilton, this conven- 
tion has all the ingredients to be a very worth- 
while experience for you and your family. 

Portland, Oregon, offers to you the beauty 
of its natural surroundings, which are mag- 
nificent, as well as the opportunity to enjoy 
the exciting colors and creations of spring in 
the Northwest. 


A\long with the recently completed Portland 

Foursquare Church building, we will be meet- 
ing in the main convention location for the 
City of Portland, the Memorial Coliseum, 
home of the Portland Trail Blazers of the 
National Basketball Association. Restaurants 
and lodging facilities strategically: located near 
the convention headquarters are already 
secured awaiting your confirmation through 
registration. 
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The convention itself will prove to be the 
most exciting event of all. Visiting with us will 
be Dr. Douglas Roberts of Vancouver, British 
Columbia; Jack Hayford, Pastor, Church On 
The Way; and George Otis, well known 
author, and active in the Full Gospel Business 
Men’s Fellowship, International; only to name 
a few. The life and enthusiasm of what the 
Lord Jesus Christ is doing throughout this 
earth, promises to be the key to our “Festival 
of Praise” this year. 

Opening the convention will be the “key- 
note” address by Dr. Hamilton. Following 
this, and throughout the entire week, will be 
the valuable workshops and seminars which 
have created so much positive response in the 
past. Featured among the topics are “A Way of 
Life” (seminars on Family Living), ‘Forgiveness 
and Acceptance’, “Balance of Love and 
Authority”, “Staffing the Church”, . . .the list 
goes on. 


In among all this will be the United Four- 
square Women and Council of Foursquare 
Men luncheons with Dr. Douglas Roberts and 
Darrell Imhoff, as guest speakers, and the con- 
vention services. The luncheons, recreational 
and sightseeing activities have been scheduled 
for the Saturday afternoon of the convention. 
Included in the recreational activities will be a 
huge Barbecue and Open House to be held at 
the Alpenrose Dairyville facilities. This free 
event, to those who sign up at registration, is 
hosted by the Northwest District Churches. 
The entire Alpenrose Dairyville facilities, with 
rides and games and a miniature old western 
town for the whole family, will be available to 
you. This will offer you recreation with your 
entire family in the heart of the convention 
dates. 

All around, the convention will be a reward- 
ing time for you. “A Festival of Praise” prom- 
ises you the best in full time convention activi- 
ties, and the powerful potential of time well 
spent with members of God's family through- 
out the earth. 

It is important that you reserve from the 
25th to the 31st of May, 1977, to be a part of 
this year’s convention. @ 


Tle faculty is the ley to LIFE + success 


IS ann ee fe Oe ee hy oe 


From that rignificant day in february 1925 when the 
door of the Aeugelus Institute opened aud ptimee Semple 
tc Pherson introduced the first sate of carefully - 
eclected teachers, LIE. Bible College has been huown 


devoted themselves to the miuidirg of teaching. 


“Each teacher is concerned with the 
individual student and with the student 
body as a whole. As much as possible they 
mingle with the students. There is much to 
be gained from their knowledge and 
experience.’’ 


qrisckhals 9. IM unake 


; ‘The faculty of LIFE know the Word and 
the subjects they teach. They are willing to 
| give of themselves to each and every 
student.”’ 


he th bh 


‘‘They are all great with all different kinds 
of personalities and they really care about 
you as an individual.”’ 


(Ruberte Chanch 


pead Fe gave..... teachers; 


Ephesians 4:11 


vidual person. I’m very privileged to have 


As President of LIFE Bible 
College at Los Angeles, | am 
eager to assure our constit- 
uency of the care with which 
our teachers are selected. 
Since our commitment is to 
the training of men and 
women for the ministry, we 
regard spiritual qualification 
as basic to all other qualities. 


Indeed, we are very con- 
— cerned that each member of 
the bchtnt be qualified with appropriate academic 
studies, but for us, an academic degree alone is not 
sufficient. Personal experience in active ministry is 
essential. For example, of the 15 full-time faculty 
members pictured here, 11 have had pastoral 
experience and allare currently active in church-related 
ministries 


Guy P. Duffield Leslie R. Eno Dorothy Jean Furlong 
Doctrine Romans - Galatians - Heb. Educational Psych. 
Homiletics Doctrine Church Teaching Min. 


Archaeology Pastoral Epistles 


.. C0 CAN, 


I’m sure that LIFE Bi- 
ble College is one of the 
very few schools where 
the faculty really cares | 
about you as an indi- 


Paul L. Hackett 


studied under such dedicated and devoted 
teachers. Their example of life has been and 
always will be an inspiration to me. 


Yuet Val 


Pentateuch 
Homiletics 
Poetical Books | 


William R. Cochrane _ 
Linguistics 
Missionary Anthropology 


Steven C. Cauble 
Hist. & Appr. of Music 
Music Theory 
Music Practicum 


Gary C. Curtis — 


Juanita Conger 
Child Beh. & Dev. _ Church Administration | 
Educational Arts Evangelism 


i 
Youth Work > | 


Believe me, if you want 
to Know men and wom- 
en who are dedicated to 
teaching and _instruct- 
ing people in the Word, 
the faculty of LIFE 
Bible College are num- 
ber one. I’ve benefited 


Ralph Hammon 
Doctrine 
General Epistles 
Christian Ethics & Philos. 
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Gary E. Matsdorf Samuel F. Middlebrook Charles M. Shoemake Nolan J. Steiner Charles E. Tate 
Greek Greek Personal Evangelism Intro. to Psych. Church History 

Intro. to Bib. Lang. Hebrew John’s Gospel English - Pub. Speaking Western Civ. 
Intro. to Bib. Lang. Bible Survey Public Speaking 


LIFE’s ‘‘special’’ faculty is important to the se fo Ge examples, 


teaching program of the College. They are selected 

to teach specialized subjects because of the value of ‘The faculty are deeply concerned with 

their expertise in particular fields. and committed to the students. They are 
always ready and willing to take that extra 
time with any student who wishes and or 


needs it.’’ on 
c, oe 
i 


> ie d 
lennie Acuff Dorothy Boosinger MaryLouCanata LelandB. Edwards Clarence E. Hall James Hayford 


Journalism Christian Education Child Evangelism Missions (Dean Emeritus) Bible 
Bible 


‘to yiue, 


Don McGregor Herman Rosenberger Marie Trimble Charles Waikem John Wold Enrique Zone 
Church Growth Pastoral Theology Counseling (Professor Emeritus) Choral Conducting Bible and Doctrine 
Languages 


,. 0 Tatu, 


‘| feel that LIFE has the 
finest and best qualified fac- 
ulty for the specific and 
ultimate purpose of Bible 
training.” 


“Excellent, experienced men and women 
#f the Word with a real balance between 
aspects of higher education and’ Christian 
sxperience.’’ 


Faculty qualification is one very important aspect of a college 
program which must be approved by the American Association of 
Bible Colleges in order for a school to achieve status. 


Tear along this line and mail to the College for additional information 
““L.I.F.E. Bible College admits students of any race, color and national or ethnic origin.”’ 


Please send me a College catalog. 


Please send Application Forms. | am interested in 
enrolling in LIFE in 


| am interested in providing a scholarship for 
student. Please send information. Re 

; | am interested in applying to teach at LIFI 
(year) Please send application form. a 
| would like to know more about the support Please send catalog for the Corresponden 
of the College (LIFT FOR LIFE) which helps you Department. ke 
keep tuition costs as low as possible so that more : 
students may prepare for ministry. 


NAME 0a 
- ‘ , MEY 
ADDRESS mena 
Wk 
CITY STATE tue) TAP i 2s ee a yes 
s i A 
Mail to: College Relations Department Applications for Fall semester enrollment 
L.1.F.E. Bible College must be filed by May ‘st. 
1115 Lemoyne . Don el iP * 
_Los Angeles, Ca. 90026 \ . , ars iy a en 


BOOKS — SONGS — RECORDS 
By Aimee Semple McPherson 


Books 


This is That (Autobiography) 
The Story of My Life (1973 Edition) 
Fire From on High, 
The Foursquare Gospel 
(Compiled by Dr. Raymond L. Cox) 


Booklets 


Lost and Restored 
Debate — There is a God! 
Personal Testimony 

This We Believe 


Music 


Songs of the Crimson Road 
Love Led the Way (Choral Arr.) 


Records 


From Milkpail to Pulpit 
(Life Story of Aimee Semple McPherson) 
Divine Healing in the Word of God 
(Sermon by Aimee Semple McPherson) 
Love Led the Way 
(Songs of Aimee Semple McPherson. 
Sung by Jimmy Owens Chorale) 
Building for Tomorrow's Sunrise 
(Songs of Aimee Semple McPherson. 
Sung by Mary Jayne and Bill Cole) 


Please add 10% to the above prices for post- 
age and handling. In California add 6% sales tax. 
Send order to: 


YE FOURSQUARE BOOKSHOPPE 
1100 Glendale Boulevard 
Los Angeles, California 90026 


SEVVARDSHIP: 


“My wife and I have told Uncle Henry and 
his family to take our children if anything ever 
happens to us, and the State won't have any- 
thing to say about it.” 

“Wills. . . estates! I don't have enough to live 
on now, much less think about leaving any- 
thing.” 

Have you ever spoken these words or had 
others express these thoughts to you? These 
words are heard every day in Estate Planning, 
and they are all untrue or unnecessary. 

Without a will the State has everything to say 
about what you leave behind. And Uncle 
Henry just might not be the State’s choice for 
guardian because the State has definite laws re- 
garding custody and guardianship of children. 
Your wishes and state laws seldom coincide, 
but YOUR WILL is absolute! 

If you would like help in arranging your 
Estate or in preparing a budget that works, 

‘write: 
Mr. Charles Perry 
Department of Stewardship and 
Estate Planning 


1100 Glendale Boulevard 
Los Angeles, California 90026 
Remember...as stewards, it is REQUIRED 
that we be found faithful. I Cor. 4:2. {4 


President McPherson 
Comments on “The 


Disappearance of 
Aimee” 


In response to the television program, “The 
Disappearance of Aimee” aired recently by a 
national television network, I wish, on behalf 
of myself and the Board of Directors of the In- 
ternational Church of the Foursquare Gospel, 
to express to our readers our disapproval and 
dissatisfaction with this presentation concern- 
ing my Mother, Aimee Semple McPherson, 
who founded the International Church of the 
Foursquare Gospel. 

The program failed to produce any kind of a 
true documentary of either the facts surround- 
ing the events of my Mother's kidnapping, or to 
portray properly the characters involved. 

Our Board of Directors and legal advisors 
joined me in an endeavor to discourage the pro- 
duction of this film. The producers made it 
clear they were going ahead with it and assured 
us they were making “every effort to be authen- 
tic in the dramatization,” but they completely 
ignored our willingness to discuss the facts 
which would have made it accurate. At no time 
did they consult with us, nor receive our 
approval. Further they refused to allow us to 
review the script or preview the film prior to its 
showing. 

We appreciate the many encouraging phone 
calls and letters from our friends. Many of our 
people have written to the sponsor and produc- 
ers expressing their disapproval. Also, some 
from other churches have sent us copies of 
letters sent to the sponsor protesting this pre- 
sentation. However, the general reaction is that 
it did not do any particular harm, as it certainly 
was not a true presentation. 

Sometime in the future we are trusting to be 
able to present the true story and make it avail- 
able. 

At the time of the showing, five pages of 
printed material concerning details of the kid- 
napping and the continued ministry of the 
Foursquare Gospel Church were made avail- 
able to all Foursquare Churches and interested 
persons. You may receive this material by writ- 
ing: “It’s Time for the Truth to be Repeated,” 
Executive Offices, 1100 Glendale Boulevard, 
Los Angeles, California, 90026. Please enclose a 
donation of one dollar to cover handling and 
postage expenses. 
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Sister McPherson and 
son, Rolf K. 
McPherson, enjoy 
refreshments at Bible 
College fellowship. 


Fousatere Tey Olga Robertson 


Finding Freedom 
in Bilibid Prison 


Ta 
Ps A Excerpts from an open letter by Robert C. Lar- 
yada 


Prisoners at work 
terracing hillside. 


son, Correspondent, World Vision Internation- 
al which appeared in WORLD VISION Maga- 


zine. Used by permission. 


The main reason I'd come to the Philippines 


| was to interview Olga Robertson, a Lebanese 


woman who for the past 18 years has given her- 
self to a caring, fearless Christian ministry in 
New Bilibid Prison just outside Manila. Bilibid, 
I had been told earlier, was the not-so-sweet 
“home” for some 9000 of the Philippines’ tough- 
est criminals. The sprawling institution has the 
dubious distinction of being the largest prison 
in the world. For hundreds of Bilibid’s inmates, 
Olga Robertson is “Mommy.” For most of 
those men, she is all they've got. 

We arrived at the first checkpoint outside the 
prison. “Mommy!” the driver shouted. The 
guard waved us in. Obviously the password 
today would be “Mommy.” I thought it might 
be a good idea to remember that! 

A long stone’s throw from the turreted, 
whitewashed prison walls stood a_ small, 
modest home. It was surrounded by greenery: 
trees, grapevines, flowers, native Philippine 
fruits and a small garden that had received 
many long hours of tender, loving care. As our 
vehicle pulled into the driveway, a lady dressed 
in white emerged from the doorway of the 
house. She stood tall. 

Olga welcomed me into her home and to 
Bilibid. I asked her why she had been here all 
these years, what motivated her to stay on. I 
asked her why in the world one woman would 
tackle a place like Bilibid Prison. I asked her if 


“ she was a brave woman. “No, not at all,” she 


answered to the last question. “The Lord has 
made me brave. Actually, I’m a scaredy-cat.” 
We had a cup of coffee. Then she said, “Shall 


Ms we go into the prison now?” I told her I'd like 


that. 

We walked slowly. You just don’t run 
around in a prison. As we walked, Olga re- 
flected on life inside. She spoke of the 9000 men 
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cooped up in smelly cellblocks—metal cage 
that lacked plumbing facilities and proper food, 
and where crime and gang warfare are the orde 
of the day. Because the men are packed in like 
so many sardines, homosexuality is rampant. 
There is no privacy. But then, Bilibid wasn’t 
exactly designed to be the Manila Hilton. 

When “Mommy” would walk through the 
courtyard or work her way through the narrow 
corridors in the cellblocks, everyone seemed to 
take notice. All day it was, “Hello, Mommy.” 
“Nice to see you, Mommy.” “Sorry I missed 
you yesterday, Mommy.” And “Mommy” re- 
sponded to them all. She didn’t ignore anyone. 
And I thought of all that love, that tough love. 
Love that lives in the center of hate, frustration, 
hostility. 


Any confinement to prison must be hell. But 
it could be that Bilibid is worse than most. It 
has almost no rehabilitation. Half the men, I 
was told, are armed to the teeth with knives, 
spears and other creative, homemade killing de- 
vices. There are about 15 major gangs inside the 
walls of Bilibid—gangs committed to carrying 
on a life of murder in their confinement. So 
everyone in Bilibid treads on eggshells. Every- 
one is careful where he walks, especially the 
gang leaders. These upper-caste warriors 
seldom leave their “territory” without their 
own personal entourage following close be- 
hind. Murder within the prison walls is a sort of 
intramural activity. Everyone's life is up for 
grabs. But apparently you get extra points if 
you “do in” a gang leader. 

As we turned the corner and entered cell- 
block number one, Olga said, “You know, 
sometimes I am their doctor, spiritual adviser, 
psychologist. You name it. These men have so 
many needs, and there is really no one to care 
for them. But God loves them, and so do I.” 

When Olga began talking about the Chris- 
tians in prison, about the killers, the rapists, the 
really violent men who had become followers 
of Jesus, she got very excited. “I can hardly wait 
until you meet some of the Christians. You'll 
see the difference that Jesus has made in their 
lives.” 


Whenever we entered a cell it was as if some- 
one had reached around and turned on a light. 
“Mommy” had come. One who loved them was 
again in their presence. She knew them all by 
name: Pasqual, Jesus, Rudy, Steve, Quimo, 
Jun. Wherever we went, every cell we visited, , 
every guard we spoke to, all I heard was 
“Mommy, Mommy, Mommy.” After a while 
even I was calling her “Mommy.” And when I 
did, a faint smile came across that Lebanese 
face. 

I introduced myself to Rudy. We sat down 
and talked for an hour. I asked him how he 
managed to get into Bilibid. “Murder,” he said. 


I asked him how many people he had killed. He 
counted on his fingers and said he thought that 
he had killed about ten men, six of them right 
there in prison. He talked freely about his past, 
about the violence he had lived with all his life. 
He was now 30, and 13 of those years had been 
spent in prison. 


Rudy told me there had always been strife in 
his family. He had grown up rebellious, angry, 
desperate, bored. He had never really felt any 
love. He certainly never knew that God loved 
him or that a man named Jesus cared for him. 
Once in prison, Rudy continued his life of 
murder and assaults. He had demonstrated the 
kind of leadership that eventually landed him 
the top slot of gang leader. In that position he 
had power, respect, clout. Then, one day, he 
got desperate enough to really listen to “Mom- 
my.” He heard how much God loved him: un- 
conditionally, regardless of how bad he’d been. 
And Rudy began to believe. He started to real- 
ize he had worth. He was somebody—not be- 
cause he was Mr. Tough, but because God 
cared enough to send His son. I asked Rudy if 
he still carried a knife around for protection. 
“No,” he said. He reached into his back pocket 
and produced a New Testament. “This is my 
weapon, now,” he told me. 

We continued to walk. The prison hospital 
was filled with men sick with every imaginable 
illness. Medical supplies were limited and the 
men hurt badly. The psychiatric ward was 
filled with patients who had become mentally 
unglued as a result of the guilt from their 
crimes. I talked with a nurse who cared deeply 
for her patients. Love, again, in the midst of 
hate, suspicion and hostility. 


But the one overriding impression I had as | 
walked from one cell to another was that the 
men were so hopelessly bored. Some had made 
makeshift Scrabble games. Others played 
checkers. One cell was the scene for gambling 
away the few pesos the prisoners had. The 
more productive inmates were busy making 
wooden ships and putting them inside old 
whiskey bottles. Others created things of beau- 
ty with wood. But only a few did this. 

Perhaps the most emotional experience of all 
was the several minutes I spent in the room that 
housed the electric chair. The killing machine. 
Three thousand three hundred volts of energy 
that have one purpose only—to take life. Olga 
told me about Billy, a former killer who had 
become one of the most beautiful Christians in 
the prison. But ultimately he, too, had to pay 
his debt to society. Olga told me that when 
Billy's time came, he was ready to die. At 3:30 
p.m. on the day of his execution Billy took his 
last bath. Minutes later, Billy was led into the 
room where the electric chair stands like a 
throne awaiting the entrance of a king. They 


put him into the chair. His head had been 
shaved; his bare feet rested on two large hollow 
blocks. The attendant put the black mask over 
Billy’s face and positioned the copper-insulated 
helmet on his head. The heavy leather straps 
were securely fastened over his arms and legs. 


Olga talked about Billy’s last minutes on 
earth: “When the doctor reached for the button 
to signal the men who would release the cur- 
rent, I knew the time was short. I was standing 
only a few feet away from Billy, so I said to 
him, ‘Billy.’ He answered, ‘Yes, Mommy.’ I 
said, ‘Billy, pray with me. Dear Jesus, I thank 
you that I'm your son and I thank you that 
you've gone to prepare a place for me in heav- 
en, and I'll see you face to face...’ And as soon 
as Billy said the words ‘face to face’ I heard a 
terrible vroooom sound—the rush of air com- 
ing out of his body as 3300 bolts snatched away 
his life. I just quoted John 3:16 and stepped off 
the mat where I had been standing. I was numb. 
It seemed like I couldn't cry though the tears 
were smarting my eyes. I could hardly stand it. 
I loved Billy. I had a personal relationship with 
him. He was a son of God. It kills me; it cuts 
me deeply whenever the men are hurt. To wit- 
ness a death in the electric chair of one I loved is 
almost more than I can bear.” 

Olga may have to witness more executions in 
the days ahead. She is preparing for that. But 
not all the men she works with will end up in 
the electric chair. Many will respond to mean- 
ingful rehabilitation if such help is made availa- 
ble. The prisoners have so many needs, so 
many more than Olga with all her love and re- 
sources can provide. Olga also has a dream of 
setting up an agricultural project where the 
prisoners can be productively employed. A 
halfway house for released convicts is another 
thing on the top of her list of priorities. 

As I left Bilibid after two days of interviews, 
several of the men shook my hand. A couple of 
the guys gave me a big, warm Christian hug. I 
couldn’t see them as murderers and rapists 
anymore. What I now saw was living proof of 
what love can do—and what it cari mean to 
have a “Mommy.” a 
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Top: Members of 
Prison Foursquare 
Church relax in 
dormitory. Above: 
Billy pays his debt to 
society in Bilibid Prison 
(See story this page). 


Olga presents 
basketball to inmates. 


Right: Church 
rebuilt in Santa Cruz 
Balanya following 
Guatemala 
earthquake (See 
story this page). 
Above: Newly 
remodeled 
Hakodate, Japan 
Foursquare Church. 


DATELINE: Latin America 
>alvador— Missionaries 
Michael hare Susan Weilein 
are now assuming the respon- 
sibilities of the work in El 
Salvador while Missionaries 
Charles and Nelwyn Gosling 
are on furlough. They write 
that so many things are hap- 
pening for the glory of God. 
The main church has taken on 
several new projects includ- 
ing a morning Bible Study 
group in the home of one of 
the new converts. Mrs. Wei- 
lein conducts this group 
which meets once a week. A 
second project is that of 
opening new works. Two of 
Reverend Weilein’s disciples 
are opening up Sunday 
Schools in two different 
barrios in the capital. Recent- 
ly a third project, a radio 
broadcast, was started and 
will be on the air seven times 
a week. This broadcast is 
heard all over El Salvador as 


well as in Guatemala and 
Honduras. 
Gua 


itemala— Missionaries 

Irvin sts Florence Espeseth 
give the following testimony 
regarding the results of the 
1976 earthquake. “The shar- 
ing of our lives is very mean- 
ingful to us, especially since 
February 4, 1976 when we 
were made to realize that 
there is no power in us, hu- 
manly speaking, that can save 
our lives. In 34 seconds, 
25,000 people died around us 
within a radius of 100 miles, 
and 1,000,000 people were left 
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homeless, plus thousands 
and thousands who were 
crushed under rubble and suf- 
fered broken’ limbs or punc- 
tured bodies. 

“Just three days before the 
earthquake, Florence closed a 
series of services in the 
church in Jalapa. The pastor’s 
home, there, suffered severe 
damage and heavy adobes 
from the wall crashed onto 
the bed where Florence had 
been sleeping. The pastor 
never fails to remind her how 
he, stood by the bed that 
morning and seeing it filled 
with adobes, he thought of 
“Hermana Florencia. 

“We wish to thank you for 
your prayers, love and finan- 
cial help. We felt sustained by 
the strength that flowed from 
God to us via your prayers. 
You will rejoice to know that 
your offerings have rebuilt 
churches in Jalapa, San 
Miguelito, Villa Nueva, San 
Lucas, Sacatepequez, Santa 
Cruz Balanya and San Luisito, 
plus the Sunday School annex 
in Santa Catarina which was 
destroyed. Repairs were made 
on the church in Alotenango 
and Castanas. A temporary, 
rough wood structure was put 
up in Mixco. There was pre- 
viously no church there, but 
two members of the head- 
quarters church in Guatemala 
City who live in Mixco lost 
their homes. They started 
preaching to their neighbors 
who were so open and hungry 
for God after the earthquake. 
As aresult there is now a con- 
gregation. 


“A new church is being 
constructed in the Colonia 
San Francisco. Only the sanc- 
tuary has been completed 
and was dedicated when Dr. 
and Mrs. Leland Edwards, 
Directors of the Foursquare 
Missions Department, were 
with us November 21, 1976. A 
new church will soon be built 
in Santo Tomas La Union 
where there is a congregation 
about nine months old. Al- 
ready they are realizing an at- 
tendance of some 150 in their 
services.” 


Colombia—A new church, 
seating approximately 600, is 
under construction in the 
large city of Cali, reports Mis- 
sionary John Davies. The 
work has grown until the pres- 
ent rented quarters are no 
longer able to hold the 
crowds. The foundations and 
drains are in, and the walls 
and a rough floor are com- 
pleted. Several classrooms 
have been covered to provide 
living accommodations for 
the couple who will be living 
there. The people are prais- 
ing God for His provision in 
making it possible to have so 
much done on the new build- 
ing. 

Three new cottage meet- 
ings have begun for those liv- 
ing in areas some distance 
from the church. Reverend 
Davies is also conducting 
two meetings in the home of a 
woman who formerly was an 
alcoholic. When she was 
saved her neighbors all no- 
ticed the tremendous change. 


Now there is real interest on 
‘their part as they come to find 
out what happened to her and 
listen to the story of Jesus 
Christ and His love. 

History has been made at 
our church in Fatima, Bogota 
write Missionaries John and 
Jean Firth. They invited a 
group of Catholic Charisma- 
tics to unite with them in a 
New Year’s Watch Night 
Service. Never has this hap- 
pened before. A large group 
arrived (one busload and nine 
full cars). What a glorious 
time each had singing, prais- 
ing the Lord and praying. It 
was 1:30 a.m. when all said 
“Happy New Year” to each 
other and went on their way. 


DATELINE: Europe 


Greece—Missionary Chrysou- 
la Denos is rejoicing over the 
results she is seeing in the In- 
ternational Christian Wom- 
en’s Club in Athens. She is 
ministering with two other 
missionaries’ wives. Over 200 
usually attend each meeting. 
An effort has been made to 
begin similar meetings in 
other cities. The night that the 
first meeting was to be held in 
Thessalonica, the city experi- 
enced severe floods and so 
many were not expected to 
come. But, the building was 
filled with 137 women. After 
Mrs. Denos spoke, many ac- 
cepted Christ, including the 
president of the Women’s 
Labor Union in Thessalonica. 


DATELINE: The Pacific 


New Guinea—The annual 
Foursquare Convention at 
Kapakamarigi was held inside 
the new church building, 
which was erected for this 
purpose. A Foursquare team 
from Australia ministered to 
the convention body with 
good results. Forty people re- 
ceived Jesus as their Savior, 
46 were baptized in the Holy 
Spirit and 42 received healing 
in their bodies. There was a 
general strengthening of the 
church. 


Several of the pastors 
shared the events of exciting 
miracles with the convention 
body. From Henganofi, Pas- 
tor Jim reports that on the 
first of the month a young girl 
became unconscious and 
frothing at the mouth. Her 
problem was discerned to be 
caused by an evil spirit, so 
two workers went to pray for 
this girl. In the Name of Jesus 
they commanded the evil 
Spirit:to depart thus setting 
the girl free. And God did just 
that. Now the family is rejoic- 
ing at the miracle of God. 

Pastor Inagori from Lae 
shared this testimony: Just 
before a Sunday night service 
aman came to him and asked 
him to go to his house and 
pray for a lady who was about 
to die. There was no time to 
go before the service, but he 
felt led of the Lord to pray 
over a handkerchief (Acts 
19:12). This he did and the 
man took the handkerchief 
and laid it on the body of the 
sick woman. He prayed in 
Jesus’ Name. Praise God! The 
next day the man reported the 
woman healed and well. 


DATELINE: Africa 


West Africa—Reverend and 
Mrs. Mitchell Belobaba, Four- 
Square Missionaries, recently 
returned from a trip to Benin 
(formerly Dahomey) and were 
very excited over the develop- 
ment of the work there. In 
spite of the fact the govern- 
ment has restricted evange- 
lism, there are now four 
churches instead of two. Not 
only have the churches in- 
creased, numerically, but 
there seems to be a real depth 
and solidity to the Christians. 
It appears the persecution has 
made them more determined 
and dedicated. 

The Foursquare work in the 
country of Ghana _ recently 
celebrated its Second Anni- 
versary. The three days of 
special services were a re- 
sounding success. A piece of 
property for the headquarters 
church has been leased. A 
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second church is in the pro- 
cess of constructing a build- 
ing, and in a few months 
another will be opened on a 
plot of land which was given 
on the western outskirts of 
the city of Accra. These peo- 
ple have already raised 
$500.00 to help with the build- 
ing of their own church. A 
second Nigerian missionary 
will soon be sent to start the 
TEE Program (Theological 
Education by Extension) to 
train these people. 


DATELINE: Asia 


Philippines — Missionary 
Ralph Elmore writes: “On my 
first visit to the island of 
Samar the Lord ministered 
healing to over 150 people. 
We prayed for a young lad 


who was a polio victim. He | 
had one leg one and one- & 


half inches shorter than the 
other, causing him to limp. 
The Lord completely healed 
him and he now walks nor- 
mally. In another case a grain 
of corn had been accidently 
sucked into the nose of a 
small infant and could not be 
dislodged. It had been there 
sometime and had begun to 
rot. Infection set in which 
caused the baby’s face to 
swell. The baby was prayed 
for. As the mother held the in- 
fant she began to cry and re- 
joice. She related that the 
grain of corn had instantly 
come out of the nasal pas- 
sage. The people could not be 
restrained from giving praise 
to Christ.” a 


District Missionary Giving 


District Jan. - Dec. 1976 
Angelus Temple $163,009.08 
Eastern 140,306.23 
Eastern Canada 9,601.44 
Great Lakes 227,546.98 
Midwest 160,975.89 
Northwest 221,947.74 
South Central 76,200.57 
Southeast 80,340.67 
So. California 263,006.40 
Southwest 213,163.74 
Western 130,802.75 
Western Canada 69,114.92 
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OPEN YOUR BIBLE: 


When we Iflitter 
from one thing to 
another with no 
corporate life, we 
are missing out 
on love. 


By Reverend Wayne Todd 


THE 


CORPORATE 
MIND 


The corporate life of Christ has always facin- 
ated me. 

The implications of the Body of Christ for 
many years was vague and mysterious to my 
mind as to its depth and meaning for my own 
life. Then one day scriptures which I had al- 
ways interpreted in a total individual light 
began to take on new meaning for me in view of 
the corporate Christ. For instance, scriptures 
like Ephesians 4:22-24 where it tells us to “put 
off...the old man,” or more literally, that we 
are to lay down or lay aside the old man. The 
same Greek word is found in Hebrews 12:1, 
“Wherefore. . .lay aside every weight, and the 
sin which doth so easily beset us. . .” 


Our collective adamic life 


The old man in Romans 5 is a racial order, 
represented by its racial head, Adam; a corpor- 
ate, collective Adam, as apart from God, that 
He can no longer accept. This is the order into 
which we are born, and to which all that we are 
by nature. It is a man, a kind of man that is 
expressed worldwide. Just as we are spoken of 
as being all one in Christ, so we were all one, 
corporate being in Adam. Being in Christ we 
are to lay aside the old Adam life (type, order, 
system), and put him in the grave in the same 
way we would lay a corpse. 

Having put off the old man, we are now to 
put on the new. This has also been looked upon 
merely as an individual matter. That is, the new 
man in our conception is a kind of personal life 
and nature. This is true, yet in only one aspect 
of the larger reality. In I Corinthians 12:12 
Christ is viewed as one with all His members, as 
the Head joined to the body, all the members 
making one body, one new man. It is a collec- 
tive, corporate man, a man of a new order 
which is not Adam, but Christ; where Christ is 
all, and in all (Col. 3:10, 11). Before, it was 
Adam who was all, and in all, but now in this 
new creation it is Christ who is seen to be all, 
and in all. The one, Adam, ends only with 
death. The other, Christ, is the embodiment of 
life. 


The embodiment of love 


After Paul has mentioned the putting on of 
the new man, he proceeds almost immediately 
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with words like these, “Be ye therefore imita- 
tors of God, as beloved children; and walk in 
love, even as Christ...” (Eph. 5:1, 2 - ASV). 
The new, corporate man is the embodiment of 
the love of Christ. Obviously this love must 
have an individual expression. What is said to 
be true of the whole body is only so in the 
degree in which it is found to be true of the in- 
dividual member. One must recognize that, 
when we speak of the Church or the Body of 
Christ, or make use of this alternate term, the 
“new man,” we speak of that which is the em- 
bodiment of Christ’s love; and when we say we 
are putting on or have put on the new man, we 
mean that we have put on the love of Christ. 

The Body is built up in love (Eph. 4:16); the 
Body is constituted by love; the Body is the 
means of the expression of Christ’s love. For a 
full expression of the meaning of “body” you 
must have head and members all together, pro- 
perly adjusted and related (Eph. 1:23; Col. 
2:9, 10, 19). Christ cannot be said to be love as 
the Head, and His members be viewed apart 
from Him. The Body is one (Eph. 4:4). Christ 
in expression is inclusive of His members. The 
nature to be expressed is love, the nature of 
Christ. 


Fellowship consciousness 


Then this new man, being corporate and col- 
lective, being related and inter-related in this 
way, represents a life of fellowship. It demands 
a corporate consciousness which is so essential 
to our growth. We cannot fulfill the Lord’s 
great purpose as an individual divided in our 
thinking from the Body of Christ. The old 
man’s consciousness is not corporate (though a 
corporate unity), it is an independent, divisive 
consciousness. Here is where maturity hinges 
on our concepts of Christ and our involvement 
in the one new man. The trouble with so many 
people is that they are merely going their own 
sweet way. They flitter from one thing to 
another with no corporate life and no related 
life. 

This is the intent of Ephesians. The whole 
fourth chapter is devoted to this vital matter. 
The new man is there set forth as the Church, 
the Body of Christ, and this new man is to grow 
into the measure and stature of the fulness of 
Christ. It is the corporate man that grows to 
that stature. Individuals who isolate themselves 
cannot do so. Only in relatedness do we move 
into the fulness of Christ. It is the setting aside 
of everything individual, personal and separ- 
ate, as such, and putting on that consciousness 
of relationship in which everything is for the 
Body, and in the Body, and by the Body. It is 
by this fellowship of spirit that the Lord gains 
His end and we come to the Lord’s end, the ful- 
ness of Christ. q 
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RAYMOND 6x: 


current 
events 


comments 


_‘‘Makes the Pope say ‘Hallelujah!’ ’’ be- 

came an extra ‘‘stanza’’ to the ‘‘Old Time 
Religion’’ among several congregations’ 
singing after Paul VI concluded his greeting 
to a Roman Catholic charismatic convocation 
at St. Peter’s Cathedral in Rome with the 
exclamation, ‘Jesus is Lord! Hallelujah!’’ 
~ One of the most phenomenal develop- 
ments in centuries has been the sweep of 
charismatic experience into virtually every 
fellowship of Christendom, and especially 
the massive acceptance among Roman 
Catholics of the Pentecostal experience. 
Peter’s astonishment at being sent to minis- 
ter to Gentiles, expressed by his exclama- 
tion, ‘‘Of a truth | perceive that God is no 
respecter of persons’’ (Acts 10:34) could 
hardly have exceeded Protestants’ amaze- 
ment that on Catholics ‘‘also was poured the 
gift of the Holy Ghost’’ (cf. Acts 10:45). 
-_ March 17 marks observance of St. Pa- 
rick’s Day. Protestants as well as Catholics 
hail his missionary ministry. Wheaton’s V. 
Raymond Edman once ranked him as possi- 
bly second only to St. Paul in pioneering 
ministry. ‘‘Was St. Patrick the first charis- 
matic Catholic?’’ a friend asked me after | 
5 oT Es 


had expressed my conviction that St. Patrick 
spoke with tongues. It’s easier to document 
that conviction than to isolate any ‘‘first’’ 
Technically, the first charismatic Catholics 
were the 120 who were filled with the Holy 
Spirit in Acts 2:4 since the root meaning of 
catholic is ‘‘universal,’’ and all born-again 
believers belong to the Church universal. 

But, why do | suggest that Patrick spoke 
with tongues? 

His own testimony indicates that experi- 
ence, although the ‘‘apostle of Ireland’’ 
does not seem to understand what was 
taking place. Only four documents purport- 
ing to be from Patrick’s pen survive and 
command any recognition from scholars as 
genuine. One of these is Patrick’s auto- 
biographical ‘‘Confession.’’ Two passages 
there suggest glossolalia. The first reads, 
“And another night, | know not, God 
knows, whether in me or beside me, He 
(God) spake skillfully with words which | 
heard but which | could not understand, 
unless towards the end of the speech. It was 
to this effect, ‘He gave His life for thee; He 
it is Who speaks in thee.’ And so | waited, 
greatly rejoiced.’’ The other recounts, ‘’And 
again | saw Him in me praying, and He was 
as if within my body, and | heard, that is, 
over the inner man, and there He prayed 
powerfully, with groans. And so | tried and 
remembered the saying of the apostle: ‘The 
Spirit assists the infirmities of our prayers; 
for we know not what we should pray for as 
we ought, but the Spirit Himself prays for 
us with groanings which cannot be_ ut- 
tered.’ ’’. 

The Pentecostal experience never was 
totally lost to the Church in its history. But, 
now, God is pouring out His Spirit, not in 
trickles but in floods. ‘‘Have you received 
the Holy Ghost since you believed?’’ (Acts 
19:2). (4) 


BOOK BRIEFS: 


Your Church Can Grow, by C. Peter Wagner, 
Regal, $3.50. 

The author, one of the nation’s foremost 
teachers and sought-after authorities on church 
renewal and growth, has provided an invalu- 
able handbook to guide pastor and laymen in 
assessing the “health” of their church. 


ABRAHAM: Trials & Triumphs, by Gene A. 
Getz, Regal, $2.95. 

In this book you will make a biblical study of 
Abraham’s strengths and weaknesses, his suc- 
cesses and failures, his trials and triumphs. As 
you read you will find practical principles for 
discovering and doing God's will, right now— 
today! 
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